
Environmental 
issues in Poland 



The main 

challenges are: 

 

1.  reducing air 

pollution  

2. increasing 

recycling 

rates  

 



Air pollution in Poland 
 

  In 2011, six out of the top 10 most 

polluted cities in Europe were in 

Poland, with Krakow experiencing 150 

days each year above the EU’s target 

levels for air pollution. The worst 

situation is in Lesser Poland and 

Silesia. 



The main source of 

air pollution in 

Poland is coal 

combustion in 

domestic households 

and in power plants. 

 



Effects of air pollution 
• smog  

• respiratory system diseases 

• destruction and disturbance 
of ecosystems and habitats 

• acidification 



Air pollution in Krakow 
Krakow has been ranked third in  

a ranking of the most polluted cities 

in the EU. In the past, the ancient 

city of Krakow was known as the 

capital of Poland. In 2000, it 

became known as the official 

European Capital of Culture. Now, 

it is known for having some of 

the most polluted air in Europe... 

 



Krakow fights air 
pollution by:  

• limiting vehicles on the road in 
the city center 

• replacement of coal -  burning 
stoves 

• developing heat distribution 
network  

• developing network of the 
public transport 

 

 

 

 



 Low recycling rate is another 
significant problem in Poland 



In Poland all households are 

obligated to separate rubbish 

for recycling, however, there 

are still some people who 

drop their rubbish even in 

forest or in water. 



Recyclable materials 

include glass, paper, 

metal, plastic, textiles, 
and electronics. 



As we produce more 

rubbish, space in landfill 

sites begins to run out. It’s 
important that we work 

together to reduce, re-use 

and recycle as much as 

possible. 



Let’s conserve 
nature! 

  As students of Junior High 
School no 1 we take part in 
various environmental actions 
and events: 

•  Collecting bottle caps, paper, 
batteries 

•  Earth Day 

•  Clean Up The World Day 

 
 



We collect bottle 
caps for the 

disabled children 



On this day we usually have 

educational sessions  

about the environment  

and we also take part in 

environmental events in our 

town. 



Let’s Clean Up The 
World together! 

Each year we get involved 
in cleaning up and 
conserving our local 
environment; we pick up 
rubbish along the river, in 
empty fields and common 
areas.   
 



Let’s keep Earth 
beautiful! 


